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“To take the condemnation of sin and the wrath of God against 3 


the Gospel message ts to cut its very nerve. 


When men speak today of redeeming the old order of society or trans- 
forming life from sordidness into sainthood, without the Cross, they fol- 
low a forlorn hope. When John came preaching repentance, the fullness of 
time was also at hand. Revolutionary changes were taking place in the 
whole Roman Empire and in the J ewish Church. There had been much 

preparation. There was great expectancy. There was deep despair of the 
old order. But John ushered in the new epoch by proclaiming a new Re- 


dem ption: ‘Behold the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world.’ 


It is a redemption of the old order that we destre, but it must be re- 
_ demption by the Blood. The Cross of Christ 1s the only hope of the 
world.” 
Quoted from: EVANGELISM TODAY: Message Not Method 
By Samuel M. Zwemer — Fleming H. Revell Co. 
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Pepe lORIAL 


Security 


There are two kinds of security, the one ma- 
terial the other spiritual. 


In the Bible the classic example of a man 
who had a full measure of material security 
earned God’s condemnation in these words: 
“Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required 
of thee.” 


In marked contrast Paul’s eternal security is 
affirmed in these words: “Henceforth there ts 
laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which 
the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at 
that day.” 


No where does the Bible inveigh against pru- 
dent provision for the necessities of life, both 
immediate and for old age. But it makes it very 
plain that material possessions are temporary and 
that they can become a snare. Also we take none 
of them with us when we die. 


The whole thrust of the gospel is the necessity 
of man coming into a saving relationship with 
Jesus Christ, which brings with it the assurance 
of eternal life, and after this redeeming and 
transforming event has taken place the Bible 
makes it clear that such a fact shall be translated 
into right attitudes and actions towards our 
fellow men. 


It is our impression that too little emphasis is 
placed on eternal security today. In fact there 
are circles where man’s hope of Heaven is played 
down or belittled as “pie in the sky.” 


Where a Christian accepts God’s redeeming 
love and then sits down to wait for Heaven one 
can but wonder how genuine is his understand- 
ing of the meaning of faith. But, where a sense 
of eternal security expresses itself in an abiding 


love for the One Who has made that security — 


possible and a constant urge to make the good 
news known to others it is such a faith which the 
world needs and to which many will respond. 


A nationally known surgeon recently remarked 
to the writer: “My specialty brings me an un- 
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duly high percentage of cancer cases of a type | 
which offer little hope of cure; I want to help | 
these people: something which offers a hope for © 
the future.” 


Faith in Christ is the only hope for eternity; 
the only assurance of happiness beyond the grave. | 
This hope and assurance is a valid reason for f 
stressing the importance of faith in Him here © 
and now. q 


Death is a certainty. 
Eternity is a certainty. 


That which we do about Christ now de. | 
termines whether we have eternal security or. 
not. 


If a sure cure for cancer should be discovered 
it would be in banner headlines across the front — 
pages of every newspaper and made available to 
all who have the disease. 


There is a sure cure for sin. This is the world’s 
greatest news. 
L.N.B. 


Calvinism and Confusion 


An evangelist, several members of a city mis- 
sion board, and various people in various places | 
have said to me that faith in Christ must pre- | 
cede regeneration. The evangelist in his ser- | 
mon told the audience that first they must put - 
their faith in Christ, then they must repent, | 
and then they must be born again. 


But this is so confusing. And if the people 
who hear this type of preaching are not con- 
fused, it must be because they do not think’ 
about what they hear. : 


The Bible teaches that man is dead in sin. 
Before he can do anything spiritual he must 
be raised from the dead, or, to use another 
figure of speech, he must be born again. A dead 7 
man cannot do anything. Now, since faith is 
a spiritual activity, pleasing to God, a man must 
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be spiritually alive before he can show the evi- 
dences of a spiritual life. That is to say, a sin- 
ner must be regenerated and given a new heart 
before he can believe in Christ. The carnal 
mind is enmity against God. 


This Calvinistic message is not confusing. It 
makes sense and can be understood. But to put 
the matter in still clearer terms, consider the 
confusion into which the evangelist throws the 
doctrine of justification. 


Faith is the sole means of justification. This 


theme was a major part of the Reformation 
doctrine. Justification by faith was the message 


that swept away Romish superstition, idolatry 


and dependence on works. But if faith precedes 
regeneration, it would be possible for a man 
to be justified, to be clothed upon with the 
righteousness of Christ, and therefore to be 
saved, without being born again. Yet the Scrip- 
ture very definitely says, Ye must be born again. 
But of what use would regeneration be, if one 
is already justified, accepted as guiltless before 
the throne of God, pronounced righteous — all 


without being born again? This just does not 


make sense. It is confusion. 


And it is a shame when evangelistic sermons 
are full of confusion. The message of redemp- 
tion should be made clear and plain. That is 
why evangelistic sermons should be strongly Cal- 
vinistic. G.H.C. 


A Basket of Fruit: 
The Fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22, 23) 


The fruit of the Spirit is LOVE. 


This is the most beautiful basket of fruit 
that was ever seen. Christian love is something 
to covet; to pray for; to be wrought in our 
hearts by the Spirit. | 


I. The Holy Spirit enables us to LOVE GOD 
AS WE SHOULD. 


This is the First Commandment; Thou shalt 
love the Lord Thy God. 


1. All Nature should teach us to love God. 
He has made everything beautiful; He has also 
thrown in a lot of “Extras.” 


2. Our own wonderfully made Body and 
Mind and Spirit — made in the image of God 
— should teach us to love our Maker. 


3. His Providential Care over us, as He pro- 
tects and provides and satisfies every desire of 
our hearts, ought to make us love Him. 


4. His Sacrifice on Calvary, as He bore our 
sins in His own body on the tree, ought to 
compel us to love Him. 


5. But it takes more than these; these things 
help, but the only way we will ever love Him 
as we ought, is for the Holy Spirit to take our 
hearts, and minds, and souls, and strength. This 
is the Fruit of the Spirit. He alone can write 
upon our hearts His Name of LOVE. 


II. The Holy Spirit enables us to LOVE OUR 
NEIGHBORS AS OURSELVES. 


1. All mankind should be bound together 
by the tie of Love. We know this, but we also 
know that instead of love there is hatred and 
jealousy and strife and bloodshed and war. Look 
in any direction today and we see that this is 
true. 


2. -All Christians should love one another. 
This is one of the marks of a true Christian; 
we know that we have passed from death to 
life because we love the brethren; This is my 
commandment, that ye love one another. All 
who read Church History are shamed by the 

uarrels and persecutions which have marked 
the Church. 


4. We should love the unfortunate people 
of the world; the sick, the poor, the ignorant, 
the oppressed, and we do where the Spirit of 
Christ is in us. 

5. We should love the unsaved and have 
them upon our hearts. 


6. We should love our enemies and do good 
to them. 


The LAW says, LOVE. Only the Spirit can 
make us LOVE; LOVE is the fYuit of the Spirit... 
J.K-P. 
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All Scripture is given by inspiration of God .. . 


Back The Bible 


and is profitable . . .—II Tim. 3:16-17. 


Sermon delivered by Rev. G. T. Gillespie, D.D., Litt.D., as Retiring Moderator of Central 


Mississippi Presbytery. 


Published at request of the Presbytery. 


Christianity goes forward by going back. This 
may seem to be a paradox but it is true. Every 
real advance in the history of the Christian 
~ Church has been marked by a turning back to 
the Bible on the part of the people of God. 


John Wycliffe heralded the dawn of a new 
day, after the long night of the “Dark Ages,” 
by translating the Bible into the common speech 
of the English people; Martin Luther, Father 
of the Reformation, performed no greater serv- 
ice than by giving the Bible to the German 
people in their own language, and thus breaking 
the shackles of superstition and_ ecclesiastical 
despotism, and undergirding the whole Reforma- 
tion Movement throughout Europe, with the 
Word of God. 


John Wesley, in the Great Revival Movement 
of the 18th century, led the people back to a 
systematic study of the Bible, and a fresh em- 
phasis upon its simple Gospel truths. Luike- 
wise the great Evangelists of the past genera- 
tion, Moody, Chapman, Billy Sunday, Gypsy 
Smith, and many others, all accepted the Bible 
with unquestioning faith, and preached it with 
demonstration of the Spirit, and with soul-saving 
power. 


In our own day, Billy Graham, in his un- 
precedented world-wide ministry to countless 
multitudes, speaking to vast audiences in the 
great centers of both the Christian and the 
non-Christian world, and by radio and _tele- 
vision, punctuates his sermons constantly with 
the expression, ‘““The Bible says.”” Without quib- 
bling or apology, he has held up the Bible as 
the inspired and infallible Word of God in 
the chief intellectual centers of the world, and 
the mouths of the critics and the skeptics have 


been stopped by the manifest blessing of God 


which has attended his preaching. 


This is but one of many indications that 
Christianity is moving forward to meet the 
challenge of a new age, while a genuine Back 


. to the Bible movement is definitely under way. 


The latest report of the American Bible Society 
indicates that the Bible has now been translated 
into 1,084 different languages and dialects, and 
that it is being circulated and read throughout 


the world more widely than ever before. The _ 


total Bible volumes to be published by that 
Society alone, for the year 1956, is estimated 
to exceed 14,500,000. This does not take into 
account the publications of British and foreign 
Bible societies nor of private publishers. And 
it is a matter of common knowledge that every 
year the Bible tops the list of the world’s “Best 
Sellers.”’ | 


A New Appraisal of the Bible Needed 


Sir Walter Scott, the great British novelist, 
as he lay dying, said, “Bring me the Book.” 
Someone asked, “Which book?” He replied, 
“There is but one book—the Bible.” William 
E. Gladstone, great British statesman and 


scholar of the Victorian Era, in a remarkable 


volume in defense of the integrity of the Bible, 
described it as “The Impregnable Rock of 
Holy Scripture.” Dr. Walter W. Moore, the 


late distinguished president of Union Theolog- 


ical Seminary in Virginia, one of the ablest 
Hebrew scholars of his generation, and a staunch 
defender of the Conservative position, indicates 
his own high estimate of the nature and func- 
tion of the Bible in the title of his remarkable 
little book, “The Indispensable Book.” 


In contrast with this high appraisal, which 
has generally prevailed among reverent scholars 
and leaders throughout the English-speaking 
world for the past several centuries, modern 
Biblical scholarship has so largely concerned 
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itself with critical questions concerning the 
authorship, the authenticity, and the integrity 
of the Biblical text, and such effective propa- 
ganda has been used to publicize these views 
through religious publications, church litera- 
ture, and other channels of communication, 


that there has come to be a widespread feeling 


of confusion and uncertainty today, among many 
of the younger ministers and the lay member- 
ship of the churches as to what we can believe 
concerning the origin, the nature, and the au- 
thority of the Scriptures. | 


All of this emphasizes the importance of a 
new and fresh appraisal of the Bible for this 
generation, not in the technical terms or the 
complicated hypotheses of so-called ‘Modern 
Biblical Scholarship,” but in the non-technical 
language of the man in the street, and in accord- 
ance with a common-sense evaluation of the tes- 


timony which the Bible gives concerning itself, 


for the Bible is its own best witness. 


The Bible Claims To Be the 
Inspired Word of God 


The statement of the Apostle Paul to the 
young minister, Timothy, that “All Scripture 
is given by inspiration of God,” II Tim. 3:16, 
is matched by the statement of the Apostle 
Peter, that “Holy men of God spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost,” II Pet 1:21. 
These are not isolated statements. Generally, 
throughout both the Old and New Testaments, 
it is clearly assumed, and often distinctly stated 
by the servants of God, that they wrote or spoke 
with divine authority. “Thus Saith the Lord,” 
was the favorite introduction used by many of 
the prophets, but the absence of such an expres- 
sion does not imply that other passages or books 
may not be equally inspired. * 


Our Lord constantly appealed to the Scrip- 
tures of the Old Testament as the word of God, 
stating emphatically that, ‘‘the Scripture cannot 
be broken,” John 10:35; and also that “Till 
heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle 
shall in no wise pass from the law till all be 
fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break one 
of these least commandments, and shall teach 
men so, he shall be called least in the kingdom 
of heaven; but whosoever shall do and teach 
them, the same shall be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven,” Matt. 5:18-19. 


Our Lord did not raise any critical questions 
concerning the authorship of the books of Moses, 
or Isaiah, or Jonah, or Daniel, nor did he ques- 
tion the historicity of the stories of the creation, 
the flood, the exodus, or even the story of Jonah 
and the whale. To assume, as modern scholar- 
ship seems to do, that these records are not 
authentic, but only reflect the legendary beliefs 
of a primitive people, and that Jesus did not 
know that they were fictitious, is virtually a 
denial of His deity; while to assume that Jesus 
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did know that they were fictitious, but dealt 
with them as true, and allowed his followers 
to go on believing that they were true, because 
he was concerned with them only as he used 
the parables, for their teaching value, is, to say 
the least, a serious reflection upon His sincerity 
and trustworthiness as a teacher. In either case, 
the “scholars” would seem to be impaled upon 
the horns of a dilemma; and as events have 
shown, the practical effect of their hypotheses 
is a tendency to weaken the faith of many in 
the authority of the Scriptures, and in the abil- 
ity of Christ to deal with the problems of the 
modern mind. 


To be fair, we must recognize that Modern 
Biblical research, and the development of sound 
critical techniques, have added greatly to our 
store of accurate knowledge concerning the Bible 
and Bible times; for which we should be ready 
to give credit where credit is due. At the same 
time, it is to be feared that many of our most 
prominent preachers, teachers, and writers, by 
their pre-occupation with critical questions, and 
by their excessive emphasis upon the so called 
“assured results of modern scholarship,” have 
been propagators of doubt rather than of faith, 
and have, on the whole, rendered a distinct dis- 
service to vital Evangelical Christianity. 


The fact that, “All Scripture is given by in- 
spiration of God,” is the basis of our assurance 
that the Scriptures are without essential error. 
We are not called upon to explain how this is 
possible, or to formulate and defend any precise 
theory that will answer all the questions which 
may be raised, but to all of those who question 
and doubt, we may well answer as the Master 
did the skeptics of his day, “Ye do err, not know- 
ing the Scriptures, nor the power of God,” Matt. 

Obviously, no intelligent student of the Bible 
can afford to adopt an ostrich attitude, and 
close his eyes to the questions arising concerning 
authorship, source materials, textual variations, 
and other such problems; but it is gratifying 
that these problems have been honestly faced 
by many competent scholars, whose findings are 


entirely consistent with full confidence in the 


authenticity and credibility of the Biblical rec- 
ords. 


The Bible Is in the Language of Men 


The Bible is essentially a human book; it is 
unthinkable that it should have been otherwise. 
If God was to make his thought and will known 
to men, he must of necessity put it into words _ 
that men could understand. Even though, “Holy 
men spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost,” they spoke the language of their time 
and their cultural group, which like all 
human language is subject to the limitations 
and the imperfections of human nature. For, as 
the Apostle Paul says, “We bear this treasure 
in earthen vessels.” 
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It is this inescapable fact which gives rise to 
the dilemma which has baffled the wisdom of 
men: How can the infallible wisdom of the 
infinite and eternal God be preserved in the 
imperfect and constantly changing language of 
fallible men? In other words, the problem is: 
How can the Bible be an authoritative and 
infallible revelation of God, and how has it 
been preserved without essential error, when 
there is no doubt. that many of those who wrote 
it were “ignorant and unlearned men,” and 
we know from reason and actual observation 
that hundreds of 
laborious transcriptions by hand over many 
centuries, and in the numerous translations 
which have been made, in spite of the extreme 
care which was taken by the Hebrew copyists, 
and the diligence and fidelity with which the 
translators have usually done their work. 


When all the facts which bear upon this 
question have been gathered and studied, there 
still remains a mystery which reason has not 
been able to fathom. It is the same profound 
mystery which confronts us as we try to grasp 
the truth that the Eternal Son of God took 
upon himself the nature of man, so that he was, 
and continues to be, “truly God and truly man,” 
in two distinct natures and one person forever. 
Surely the analogy between the Eternal Word, 
which “became flesh,” and the written Word 
in the language of men, is not accidental or 
incidental. Our faith rests upon the Jncarna- 
tion or the dual nature of the Living Word. it 
also rests upon the /nspiration, or the dual na- 
ture of the Written Word. Neither of these 
truths can be fully comprehended or explained, 
they can only be apprehended by faith, but 
taken together, they support and confirm each 
other, and enable us to sing with glad hearts: 


“How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 


Is laid for your faith, in his excellent Word.” 


The Bible Is One Book 


One of the most convincing proofs of the 
divine authorship of the Bible, is its essential 
unity. Though consisting of sixty-six different 
books, written by two score or. more individuals, 
over a period of fifteen centuries, it carries 
within itself unmistakable evidence of being 
One Book, which points conclusively to one 
divine author, whom the Apostle identifies as 
the Holy Spirit. 


This unity is not that of a didactic treatise, 
or a static revelation. It is the unity of an 
organism, representing a gradual and _progres- 
sive unfolding of a great central theme and a 
dynamic purpose, like that of a growing plant, 
“first the blade, then the ear, then the full 
corn in the ear,” or like a rosebud opening 
its petals day by day until the full-blown rose 
appears in all its fragrance and beauty. 
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minor errors occurred in 


For example: we have in Genesis the story of 
the beginning of all things, including the heav- 
ens and the earth; in Revelation we have the 
final consummation of all things, and the vision 
of The New Heavens and The New Earth; in 
Genesis, we have the story of the earthly para- 
dise, and how it was lost through the wiles of 
Satan and the sin of man; in Revelation we 
have the story of “Paradise Regained,” through 
the triumph of the “Seed of the Woman” over 


Satan and Sin and their final banishment from 


the Paradise of God; in Genesis, we have the 
story of the First Adam and his bride, being 
given dominicn over the whole earthly creation; 
in Revelaticn, we have the story of the Second 
Adam and his bride, The Church, being given 
dominion over a redeemed and transformed 
world. 


In the prophecy, recorded in Genesis, con- 
cerning the “seed of the woman,” who should 
“bruise the serpent’s head,” there is the first 
faint promise of a redeemer, but it was a star 
of hope in the black night of gloom in which 
the destiny of the race was enshrouded at that 
tragic hour. To Abraham the promise was re- 
newed in more explicit terms, and confirmed 
by an oath: and then to Isaac, to Jacob, to 
David and the Psalmists, to Isaiah and the other. 
prophets, the star grew brighter and _ brighter, 
until it appeared to the Wise Men and _ led 
them until it stood at last above the manger 
in Bethlehem where after all those centuries, 
was born the promised “seed of the woman,” 


who was to save His people from their sins, and 


destroy the Devil and all his. works. 


If time permitted, it would be interesting to 
trace the history of all the great doctrines of 
our Christian faith, such as the doctrines of 
God, man, sin, salvation by faith, the atone- 
ment, back to their roots in the first deposit 
of divine truth contained in the books of Moses, 
and then to trace the working out and growth 
of these doctrines in the experience of God’s 
people, as shown by each of the books of the 
Old and New Testaments. 


The cumulative weight of this evidence of 
the unity of the Bible, in spite of its obvious 
diversity, leads to the conclusion, which has 
been so clearly stated by the writer of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, chapter 1:1-2,2:1: “God 
who at sundry times and in divers manners 
spake in time past to the fathers by the proph- 
ets, hath in these last days spoken to us by his 
Son Therefore we ought to give the 
more earnest heed to the things which we have 
heard, lest at any time we should let them slip.” 


This leads also to the practical aspect of Paul’s 
Doctrine of the Inspiration of The Scriptures— 
for all of Paul’s doctrines had a practical ap- 
plication. | 
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All Scripture Is Profitable 


Linked together in the mind of the Apostle 
Paul was the fact that “all Scripture is given 
by inspiration of God,” and the other equally 
important fact that it is profitable, for the 
building of a robust Christian faith, “that the 
man of God may be perfect, thoroughly fur- 
nished unto all good works.” 


It is tragic indeed for a young minister, or 


for any Christian, after having been brought 


up in a Godly home, and having known the 
Scriptures from childhood, to lose his faith in 
the inspiration of the Bible, as many young 
Christians have done in our own day; but it 
is equally tragic for those who still believe 
firmly in the Inspiration of the Bible, but make 
no use of it, because they do not realize, or do 
not believe, that it is profitable, or necessary 
for their growth and highest development. It 
is probable that this latter group greatly exceeds 
the first; and it is to them that Paul’s statement 
comes both as an exhortation and a warning. 


Let us understand that the Bible is not an 


heirloom to be treasured, not a fetish to be. 


worshipped, but a message to be understood, 
and a weapon to be used with courage and skill. 
To use it with profit, requires diligent prepara- 
tion, and systematic and persistent efforts. 


Therefore, to summarize briefly: 


1. We must study it diligently. As Paul said 
to Timothy, “Study to show thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth,” 
II Tim. 2:15. 


2. We should hide it in our hearts, that is, 
commit it to memory. The Psalmist gives us 
the reason: “Thy Word have I hid in my heart, 
that I might not sin against thee,” Psalms 119:11. 


3. We must use it as Our Lord did, as a 
weapon of defense against the temptations of 
our arch adversary, the Devil, Matt. 4:1-11. 


4. All of us, laymen as well as ministers, must 
learn to use it more skillfully, as a weapon of 
offense, in witnessing for Christ, and in win- 
ning souls; for it is, “the Sword of the Spirit,” 
and is “quick and powerful, and sharper than 
any two-edged sword,” Heb. 4:12. 


5. Finally, we can turn back to it, with all. 


the greater confidence, and build upon it our 
hopes for time and eternity with a sense of 
perfect security, because, in the providence of 
God, it has been subjected to constant attacks, 
and to the most searching tests which the in- 
genuity of man has been able to devise, down 
through the centuries, and yet has come through 
unscorched by the fires of persecution or hostile 
criticism. Whatever changes may come, we need 


_ have no fear, but may rest with implicit con- 
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fidence upon the promise of our Lord: “Heaven 
and earth shall pass away, but my words shall 
not pass away,” Matt. 24:55. 


A homely, but impressive illustration of the 
eternal and indestructible character of the Word 
of God, is found in the following poem by an 
unknown author: 


THE ANVIL 


Last eve I paused beside a blacksmith shop, 
And heard the anvil ring the vesper chime, 
Then looking in, I saw upon the floor, 
Old hammers, worn with beating years of time. 


‘How many anvils have you had,”’ said I, 
wear and batter these hammers 


~ “Just one,” said he, and then with twinkling eye, 


“The anvil wears the hammers out, you know.” 


And so, thought I, the Anvil of God’s Word, 
For ages, skeptic blows have beat upon; 
Yet though the noise of falling blows were heard, 

The anvil is unharmed, the hammers gone. 


More About Extraordinary 
Oscillations 
By J. V. N. Talmadge, D.D. 


In 1953 the writer wrote several articles for 
the Journal regarding the extraordinary oscil- 
lations of climate and sea-level during the ante- 
diluvian age. He suggested that the cause of 
these mysterious oscillations was to be found 
in a counterclockwise spiral movement of the 
North Pole called polar precession. After spend- 
ing 1954 and 1955 in Korea doing a special form 
of missionary work, he returned to America and 
spent the first part of the present year in the 
library at Rice Institute in Houston checking 
the effect of the latest scientific discoveries upon 
these theories. He was delighted to find that 
the latest science fully confirmed the general 
principles, but caused several corrections in de- 
tails. Below we give some of the more important 
points as corrected and enlarged. 


1. The Creation, which is definitely assigned 
to a glacial age by Biblical description of the 
Pishon River, cannot be confidently dated as 
having taken place during the Warthe glaciation 
in Germany and the Lowestoft glaciation which 
reached London. This can be shown to have 
been - contemporaneous with what American 
geologists call the Warim Bradyan Interval in 
the plains. It was much warmer then than 


now, and the date, though still disputed by 
geologists, cannot be more than 15,000 years 
ago. In spite of vociferous claims to the con- 
trary, no human tool or bone has ever been 
found by non-Christian archeologists that is 
older than that date. All older dates are purely 
philosophical speculation. 
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2. Radiocarbon dating has proved exceed- 
ingly useful, but by itself it cannot be trusted. 
For instance, geologists admit that “dead” car- 
bon from limestone deposits often causes exag- 
geration in dating. Readers are warned against 
accepting radiocarbon dates of material in lime- 
stone caves where there has been evidence of 
very moist conditions. All the early dates are 
worthless, even though non-Christians accept 
them. These false dates are some of the few 
remaining arguments for evolution. 


8. The silt found on the site of Ur, the 
native city of Abraham, is dated about 11,000 


years ago by radio carbon, and is shown to be_ 


contemporary with the last advance of the ice 
sheet half way down Lake Michigan. This silt 
was deposited long before the Flood of Noah. 
This date was also the time of strong volcanic 
action especially in Africa, and of the upper 
deposit of volcanic ash on the bottom of the 
Atlantic ocean, and of great ethnic movements. 


4. The date of the Flood of Noah has had 
to be advanced to nearly 7,000 years ago because 
of many forms of evidence. It had to be placed 
before the Jemdet Nasr painted pottery cul- 
ture rather than afterward as the writer original- 
ly thought. 


5. Postdiluvian chronology has now been 
clarified by recent evidence. The Tower of 
Babel and Nimrod’s Kingdom can now be 
accurately described. 


6. There has been a marked tendency to 
shorten these extravagant dates of stone age 
men even among those who reject the Bible. 
Drs. Ewing and Dunn of Columbia this sum- 
mer published a paper advocating a theory of 
polar movement, but this was merely the be- 
ginning of a trend in the right direction. 


7. Strange to say, while non-Christians were 
shortening their chronology, many self-styled 
conservatives have declared they could accept 
the long dating; and in our seminaries some 
boldly proclaim the early chapters of Genesis 
as myths. These men are completely out of 
step with science. 


8. The writer attended in August a scientific 
convention of Christian scholars. It was very 
satisfying to hear Bible questions discussed by 
Christian men who recognized the Bible stories 
as true instead of calling them myths. The 
writer had one great disappointment, he could 
not find any one who was doing research in 
the same field as himself. Science has become 
so specialized that college professors in one 
field relied on the conclusions of men in other 
fields without regard to whether they were Chris- 
tians or not. A Christian, reborn by God’s Spirit, 
looks on scientific data with a wider horizon 
than the non-Christian, and we must take that 
into consideration when accepting scientific 
“findings.” 
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ANGLERS 


By WADE C. MITH 
Lesson No. 160 


By-PropUCTsS OF PERSONAL EVANGELISM 


“This work of soul-winning carries with it 
the greatest possibility of elevation of character. 
Not asceticism, but activity is the secret of 
growth in Christ and the knowledge of Christ. 
Not the monastery, but the manufactory may 
be the place of greatest advance in the Christian 
life. Not in the convent, but in the church 
is the greatest opportunity for spiritual culture. 
We are in the world to save others and by that 
very service we are bringing the best into our 
own lives. He helps himself most who helps 
another most. In spiritual exercise is the secret 
of strength. When one is actually engaged in 
personal work to rescue others, doubts vanish, 
sensitiveness disappears, self-consciousness is 
banished, envy is lost, jealousy takes to itself 
wings, and anxiety and dissatisfaction and un- 
rest change into peace and quiet and calm. The 
noble elements of character rush into life 
along this pathway of personal work.” | 

—Cortland Myers. 


A good thing begets good things. It is a 
good thing to win a soul to Jesus—a great and 
priceless privilege. This is the high objective 
of Personal Evangelism. But in the _ process 
there are many other “peaceable fruits of right- 
eousness” falling to the worker, and to the 
church, perhaps as a gracious surprise. 


In Bible reading. One of the first of these 
by-products is new light and new inspiration 
coming to the soul-winner out of his Bible. 
You get right into the heart of God’s Word 


when you go into personal work, for you are 


inevitably thrown back upon the authoritative 
statements, to make sure of God’s plan, God’s 
proposition and God’s promises. There is no 
doubt but that one must study the Word more 
carefully in order to answer questions than in 
order to preach. It is a rare thing for people 
to interrupt the pulpit preacher with a ques- 
tion. His thoughts may flow on in the way 
he has planned; but when one speaks to an- 
other alone on the subject of salvation he will 
meet with many questions he should be pre- 
pared for. You are driven to your Bible for 
this preparation like nothing else drives you. 
No other theme in religion draws such discon- 
certing questions — if unprepared. The devil 


sees to that. A forceful preacher told the writer 


that although he had been preaching for years 
before he seriously began to do personal work 
he never knew his Bible until he had to search 
it for the answers to questions that were flashed 
back at him in private interviews. Studied in 
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this way, the Bible begins to show its truth and 
its meaning to the personal worker’s own soul 


with tremendously increased force. Whatever 


will give a Christian a more intelligent grasp 
of his Bible and a greater interest and delight 
in it makes him a happier Christian and a more 
effective worker. 


In Prayer. Any serious effort at soul-winning 
reveals at once the necessity of prayer — defin- 
ite, importunate and regular. Personal work 
stabilizes prayer by making its object something 
or someone outside of yourself. Prayer begins 
to be like the prayers of Jesus when it pours 
itself out for the saving of a soul in which 
you have no other interest but that soul’s sal- 
vation. Intercessory prayer somehow gets us 
closer to God than those prayers we make for 
purely selfish interests. It might startle us to 
see flashed on the screen our prayers during 
the past year — how largely for ourselves, for 
health, for success, for safety, for immunity from 
embarrassment or discomfort. Jesus never made 


that sort of prayer, unless you cite Gethsemane 


— but remember that was with a “nevertheless 
not my will but thine be done.” When we get 
to soul-winning our prayers become more and 
more like His. Personal work develops the real 
spirit of prayer, and that makes a rugged and 
unterrified Christian. 


(More By-Products in the next lesson) 


Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By Rev. C. C. Baker 


Sunday, October 21, Psalm 84. The Psalmist 


_ writes out of an experience of actually walking 


with God. Observe how deeply his soul thirsts 
for living fellowship with God (v.2). What sin 
comparisons in v. 10 demonstrate his willing- 
ness to turn from sin? Because of his thirst for 
God and his attitude toward sin, notice what 
the Lord comes to mean in his life (vv.1,4-5, 
11-12). | Observe that fellowship with God 
results from abiding in the presence of God — 
in His very courts (vv.1,4,10). Yet, we can carry 
this fellowship into the most desolate of cir- 
cumstances and find those circumstances trans- 
formed (v.6). Is the thirst your soul has for 
God accompanied by a hatred for sin? Do you 
know the fellowship with Christ that nourishes 
and rejoices your soul even in distressing situa- 
tions? 


Monday, October 22, Romans 8:1-8. <A per- 
son who does not know Christ is under the Old 
Testament law. The law reveals our sin (3:20) 
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_ and brings forth sin’s consequences — spiritual 


death (6:23). In Christ we are set completely 
free from the penalty of God’s laws (8:1-2). 
This penalty was paid by Christ Himself (v.3). 
Observe what vv.7-8 say about a person who 
refuses to repent of his sin and accept Christ. 
What basic change must take place in a per- 
son’s life when he becomes a Christian (vv.4-6) ? 
Do you understand the basic difference between 
the life that is lived under the law and the 
new life that is lived in Christ? 


Tuesday, October 23, Psalm 119:81-105. Ob- 
serve in verses 81-88 the predicament of the 
Psalmist. To what does he say he will cling 
(vv.81-88) ? Each verse of this Psalm is addressed 
to God and has something to say about the 
Word of God. In these verses the Psalmist 
uses the words “precept,” “judgment,” “law,” 
“word,” etc., in speaking of the Scriptures. The 
Word of God holds true and is valid for all 
times (vv.89-91). In his difficulties what does 


_God’s Word mean to the Psalmist (vv.92-93, 


103-105) ? How is it more than adequate for 
the circumstances of his life (vv.98-100) ? The 
Psalmist’s deep love for the Word (v.97) is 
accompanied by obedience to it (v.101). Have 
you found God’s Word adequate for your needs? 
Do you read it regularly with the determina- 
tion to obey it consistently? 


Wednesday, October 24, Ephesians 2:1-10. We 
do not always realize how dependent we are 
upon God for our salvation. Observe in vv.1-3 
how helplessly we were lost before we came 
to know Christ. What phrases in vv.2-3 picture 
the non-Christian’s walk as being diametrically 
away from God? What do the phrases ‘“‘chil- 
dren of wrath” (v.3) and “dead in sin” (vv.1,5) 
indicate of our former relation with God? Upon 
what basis does God save us (vv.4,8)? What is 
the purpose of His saving us (v.10)? Who is 
going to be glorified through our salvation 
(vv.6-7) ? Is your Christian experience a genuine 
testimony to what God can do in a life? Praise 
God once more for the depth of the mercy 
in which He saved you. 


Thursday, October 25, Romans 5:1-10. The 
Christian faith is one that brings the individual 
into direct contact with God (v.1) and enables 
him to share in the very life of God (vv.2,5). 
What do vwv.6-8 reveal about the love God pours 
into the heart of the Christian (v.5)? Upon 


. what does the Christian base his hope of shar- 


ing God’s glory (vv.9-10)? How is this hope 
different from hopes that do not have their 
basis in God (v.5a)? The Christian is able to 
share in God’s glory and love (vv.2,5), because 
the barrier that separates him from God has 
been removed (vv.9-10) and he is at peace with 
God (v.1). How does man find peace with 
God (4:24-5:1)? How are you seeking peace 
with God? | 
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Friday, October 26, Hebrews 10:9-25. What 
differences exist between the sacrifices of the 


Old Testament and the sacrifice of Christ 


(vv.9-18) as to the frequency of the sacrifice 
(vv.10-14) and the effect of the sacrifice (vv.10, 
11,14-18)? What confidence ought the truth 
of vv.14,17,18 give to the Christian? Do you 
have this confidence (vv.19-22)? Notice again 
that it is Christ’s faithfulness and not the faith- 
fulness of the Christian that makes the Chris- 
tian acceptable before God (vv.23,10-11,17-18) . 
Notice also, however, that the salvation that 
Christ offers involves not only the pardon of 
our sins, but also an inner change in our atti- 
tude toward sin (vv.14-15). What two _ prac- 
tical exhortations are given in vv.24-25? As 
a Christian, are you concerned primarily for 
your own spiritual welfare, or are you quick 
to encourage the spiritual growth of others 
(vv.24-25) ? 


Saturday, October 27, Col. 1:9-18. List the 


things Paul tells the Colossian Christians he 


has been asking of the Lord for them (vv.9-14). 
Notice particularly the superlatives in this pas- 
sage: “all,” “every,” “filled,” and “fully” (vv.9- 
14). Paul says in the first part of v.9 that there 
is a reason for his praying for such a full 
spiritual life for these Christians. Look in 
vv.3-8 for this reason. Because Paul knows that 
the Colossians have experienced the reality of 
the Holy Spirit (v.8), have known a real Chris- 
tian love (v.4) and a fruit-producing faith 
(vv.4,6) — because their Christian lives have 
shown such wonderful growth — Paul sees the 
opportunity for them to grow yet more and 
more into full maturity (vv.9-14). Do you look 
upon your spiritual achievements as a basis for 
pride or complacency, or as an indication that 
you can now press on to a closer, fuller walk 
with God? 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR OCTOBER 21 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Hear, O Israel 


Background Scripture: Deuteronomy 6 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 78:1-7 


The writer of Psalm 78, Asaph, is thinking about “the generation to come.” He desires that the 
children should be better than their fathers; “And might not be as their fathers, a stubborn and 
rebellious generation.” We are under a deep obligation, not only to our children, but to God, to 


instruct and teach them the commandments of the Lord. 


children, showing to the generation to come 
the praises of the Lord, and his strength, and 
his wonderful works that he hath done.” 


Moses, the great leader and statesman and 


lawgiver, knew the vital importance of this sort. 


of instruction. The key-words of the book of 
Deuteronomy are “remember,” “forget not.” 
Moses in these matchless orations spoken in the 
plains of Moab just before he left his people, 
is reviewing the history of Israel and impressing 
upon them the importance of keeping God's 
commandments. He expected them to remem- 
ber and keep and teach these precious truths 
to their children. The chapter we study today 
is one of the great chapters of the Bible, and 
is a part—a most thrilling part—of one of 
these speeches. 


“Hear, O Israel.” ‘These are most important 
words which he is about to utter. To hear, to 
listen, to hearken to the message of God; this 
is what the messengers sent from God insist 
upon: “Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: 
for the Lord hath spoken,” cried Isaiah; “O, 
earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the Lord,” 


PAGE 10 


“We will not hide them from their 


cried Jeremiah; “Hear, and your soul shall 
live’; “He that hath ears to hear, let him 
hear,” said our Saviour over and over again. 
The Bible is full of exhortations and warn- 
ings in regard to the importance of listening 
when God speaks. Moses wants his people to 
hear that it may be well with them and that 
they might increase mightily in the land to 
which they were going. What is the message? 
First, ““The Lord our God is one Lord.” ‘They 
were going into a land where there were many 
gods. It was vital for them to know that there 
is but One Living and True God; Monotheism, 
in contrast with polytheism. Second, their re- 
lationship to God was to be that of LOVE. 


In the first two verses he had told them that 
they must fear the Lord and keep His com- 
mandments. This verse goes deeper. There must 
be a closer relationship than “fear.” When 
Jesus was asked which was the first command- 
ment He quoted these words. (see Matthew 
22:37,38). Love is the fulfilling of the Law. 
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|. Where to put “These Words’: 
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Verses 6-9: 
Home Religion. 


This is one of the most magnificent passages 


in the Bible. The Jews took this command in 
a literal sense and wrote these verses upon 
the walls of their houses. The meaning is 
very plain and goes much further and deeper 
than this. May I enlarge upon this by calling 
it, The Place of God’s Word in the Home? 


1. “Shall be in thine heart.” It is fine to 
have the Bible in our land, in our stores, in 
our hospitals and hotels, in our homes and 
churches, but the best place for the Bible is in 
the heart. By “heart” is usually meant the inner 
part of man; including the mind. The Word 
of God must enter into our spiritual nature. 
“Thy word have I hid in mine heart that I 
might not sin against thee.” We should LOVE 
the Word of Life. ‘“O how I love thy Law; 
it is my meditation day and night!” If the Bible 
is to be dominant in the Home it must have 
the place of honor; it must be loved. When 
the Bible is found in the hearts of those who 
compose the home; the husband, the wife, the 
children, then we have a strong foundation for 
a lasting home. 


2. Upon our tongues. 


(1) “Teach them diligently unto thy chil- 
dren.” We are apt to leave this teaching to 
the Sabbath School teacher, but it is the duty 
and privilege of the parents to do this teach- 
ing. In the rush of modern life, with all the 
added distractions of radio and television, I won- 
der how many parents are even attempting to 
instruct their children in the Word of God. 
Every Christian Home should have the Family 
Altar where at least for a few minutes we can 
let our minds dwell on some portion of Scrip- 
ture. We are careful about the secular educa- 
tion of our children. We start them early and 
see that they attend regularly. In many schools 
the Bible is an unknown Book, and in others 
a prohibited one. I often think of what Dr. 
Strickler said to us in the Seminary. He felt 
that the Church had missed its finest oppor- 
tunity when it allowed the State to take over 
the education of our children. The Roman 
Catholics teach us something in this respect. 
I understand that the Lutheran Missouri Synod 
has its own schools also, and it is one of the 
fastest growing churches in the country, accord- 
ing to a recent book. We pride ourselves upon 
our schools, but I am afraid that the most 
important part of the education of our children 
is left out, and we have a great many “Educated 
Heathen” in our land. 


(2) “And shalt talk of them.” Our tongue 
is used to “teach,” and “talk.’”’ We talk about 
many things when we sit in our homes or walk 
by the way, or ride in our automobiles. Man 
has been defined as a “talking animal.” How 
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much do we talk about “these things’? Yet, 
these are the most important things in the 
world. I am writing this with a deep sense 
of shame that I have not done more of this. 
I have had visiting ministers in my home who 
seemed to have the “knack” of steering the con- 
versation into these channels. It would be 
a great blessing if more of us had this ability. 
May the Lord be merciful and forgiving! When 
thou liest down and when thou risest up. The 
best way to go to sleep at night is with a 
verse of Scripture; and it is the finest way to 
begin the day. Thy Word is a lamp to my 
feet, and a light to my path. We will work 
better and travel safer if we begin the day with 
“this Book.” 


3. Upon our hands: Bind them for a sign 
upon thine hand. We work with our hands. 
Will our work today be worthwhile? Will we 
do with our might what our hands find to 
do? Will our labor be honest and faithful. 
The hand of the Christian should have a “sign” 
upon it; it must be guided by the Word. We 
also help people with our hands. Our hands 
should be kind hands, ministering to all who 
need us. Think of Jesus’ Hands! He used them 
in the carpenter shop; He used them to touch 
and heal and bless all who needed Him. Bind 
the Bible around our hands and remember 
that “inasmuch as ye did it unto the least of these 
my brethren, ye did it unto me.” 


4. Write them upon the posts of thy house. 
Many American Homes are tumbling down. 
(Not the houses, but the Homes). This is the 
number one problem of our country. How can 
we save our Homes? Many suggestions are being 
made. I believe this command of Moses is the 


best one. When we build our homes on the 


Bible, we build on the rock. The wise man 
built his house upon a rock! 


5. And on thy gates. A gate is for protection. 
It keeps dogs out; it keeps the children in. 
There are enemies that prowl about, like the 
wild beasts and the Indians used to prowl. Our 
homes today need the protection of the Word 
of God. If rightly used it ee these 
precious homes of ours. 


II. “Beware lest thou forget.” 


It is so easy to forget. Israel was about to 
enter the Promised Land, a land full of good 
things. In their days of hardship and travel 
and danger they did not always remember God; 
they often forgot. It would be much easier 
for them to forget when they were in a land 
of plenty. Moses is earnestly and solemnly warn- 
ing them of this danger, the danger of forget- 
ting the One Who had brought them out of 
Egypt, and the One Who had given them this 
goodly land. 


They were to fear the Lord and serve Him, 
and “shalt swear by His name.” This last ex- 
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pression does not mean, of course, the taking of 
His name in vain, but the sacred use of His 
Name in oaths. They are warned not to go 
after the gods of the nations around about 
them. It is very strange that people who know 
the True God will turn from Him to the gods 
of heathen people, and the revolting worship 
of Baal and Ashteroth. Why will they leave 


the living fountain to drink from broken cis- 


terns, filled with impure water? Ye shall not 
tempt the Lord your God, as ye tempted him 
in Massah. (see Exodus 17:7) It was at Massah 
that the Israelites had no water to drink and 
strove with Moses, almost ready to stone him. 


“When thy son asketh thee in time to come, 
saying, What mean these testimonies and 


judgments?” they were to tell them about what 
God had done in delivering them from Egypt, 
and in bringing them to their good land. One 


of the best ways to keep from forgetting is to ; 


tell someone. In telling their children they 
would keep from forgetting, and also their chil- 
dren, the generation to come. 


I believe that there is a very practical and 
timely lesson for us in this country in our 
lesson for today, both as to putting the Bible 


in its proper place in our homes, and also in 


this matter of ‘forgetting’? America is enjoying 
a season of prosperity at present. Have we for- 
gotten God and what He has done for us? O 
Lord God of Hosts, Be with us yet: Lest we 
forget; lest we forget. 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER 21 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Wanted: 4 Nation Under God 


Suggested Devotional Outline: 


Hymn: “Wonderful Words Of Life” 

Prayer 

Scripture: Matthew 25 

Hymn: “I Love To Tell The Story” 
Offering 

Hymn: “My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


We observed last week that the words ‘‘under 
God” have recently been added to the Pledge 
of Allegiance to the Flag. We also discovered 
many factors indicating that we are a nation 
“under God” only in a partial sense. There are 


and have been many genuine Christians among ~ 


the citizens of our nation, and these have had 
a profound influence in moulding the character 
of the national life. Christian principles pervade 
our laws and our traditions. These benefits came 
from Christian people who conscientiously prac- 
ticed their faith, We must be deeply grateful 
for the blessings of Christianity which we enjoy 
in this land, but we must not be satisfied with 
anything short of the best. What we seek is a 
nation which is thoroughly Christian. It is 
our purpose in this program to discover how a 
nation may become genuinely Christian, and 
to discover what we can do to secure this bless- 
ing for our nation. : 


First Speaker: 


In the program last week it was pointed out 
‘that the basic cause of the spiritual weakness 
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and sickness in America is the presence of sin. 


_If the sickness is to be cured, we must quite 


obviously do something to remove sin. We im- 
mediately recognize that the removal of sin is 
quite beyond our very best powers. We are 
helpless in the face of this problem, but we 


are not hopeless. ‘There is a way of escape. 


There is a way of overcoming sin completely and 
finally. Christ the Son of God conquered sin 
and the death which results from it. Those who 
believe in Him as their Saviour share in His 
victory. Their lives are transformed and they 
are no longer subject to sin and death. There 
is no other way of transforming sinful human 


nature than through faith in Jesus Christ. The 


only way to free a nation from sin and its power 
is for its citizens, one by one, to be transformed 
through faith in Christ. 


Second Speaker: 


It is only natural to suppose that every person 
who is transformed by Christ will show by his 
life that this wonderful change has been wrought 
in him. Unfortunately, this is not always the 
case. There are many who claim to believe in 
Christ whose way of living is unchanged, from 
all outward appearances. We shall not have a 
genuinely Christian nation until all the people 
who claim to be Christians begin to live like 
Christians ought to live. It is certain that we 
are not saved by keeping commandments, but 
we surely ought to keep the commandments of 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


— Ap Wort 


| 
| 
3 T 
it 
d 
W 
b 
| 
} 
| 
} 
| 


Him who has saved us by His love. He said, 
“If ye love me, keep my commandments.” 


Third Speaker: 


The only way to have a Christian nation is 
to have a nation made up of Christian people. 
This seems to be too obvious for words, but 
it is a truth which is often overlooked. A great 
deal of time and misguided effort has been 
wasted in seeking to produce a Christian society 
by endeavoring to persuade pagans to act like 
Christians. 


The only person who is capable of producing 
Christian conduct is a person whose nature has 
been transformed by the power of the gospel. 
This truth determines the nature of our work 
as Christians. There is really very little we can 
do to transform society ourselves, but we can 
lead the members of our society to the Saviour, 
who, alone, is able to make them into new crea- 
tures who will earnestly seek the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness. If we want a nation 
“under God,” then. let us work more diligently 
to bring its citizens under the rule of God 
through faith in Jesus Christ. 


Fourth Speaker: 


There has never been a nation which was 
perfectly Christian. Many are convinced that the 
nation in which we live has made the nearest 
approach to the ideal, but we cannot be satisfied 
when we see so much that is not according to 
the clearly revealed will of God. The Bible 
makes it plain that the only perfectly righteous 
nation will be the final kingdom, the heavenly 
nation, where the Lord will be the sole ruler 
and all people will be subject to Him. With 
great joy we are to look for the coming of the 
true nation “under God,” but, in the meantime, 
we are not excused from practicing the faith 
which we profess to believe or from seeking 
to win others to faith in Christ. We need not 
fear that our job will soon be completed and 
that we shall be left with nothing to do, but 
we have the promise of the presence of Him 
Who has committed the job to us. He said, 
“Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the world.” 


McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search a complete set of the original 
McGUFFEY’S READERS has finally been located, and reprints 
of these grand old readers have now been completed. Each 
reader is custom made from the plates used in the 1879 edition 

. . Same type and binding. You can now purchase exact copies 
of these famous readers at the following low prices: 


First Reader $2.25 Fourth Reader .............. $3.25 
Second Reader ............... $2.50 Fifth Reader $3.50 
Third Reader $2.75 Sixth Reader $3.75 


We pay postage on all orders! ! ! 


OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SP-108 Rowan, 


OCTOBER 10, 1956 


The Companion 


Here in my workshop where I toil 
Till head and hands are well-night spent; 


Out on the road where the dust and soil 
Fall thick on garments worn and rent; 


Or in the kitchen where I bake 
The bread the little children eat— 


He comes, His hand of strength I take, 
And every lonely task grows sweet. 


—Author Unknown 


World Day of Prayer and Your Community 


We share with you the thrilling story of the 
outgrowth and lasting result of a World Day 
of Prayer committee in Amarillo, Texas. We 
will be glad to receive other answers to the 
question, “What have been some of the results 
of World Day of Prayer in your community?” 


The women of Amarillo had been observing 
the World Day of Prayer together since 1930. 
Then in 1935, women of nine churches met to 
consider a project in which they could unite — 
their efforts. With a consecrated awareness of 
the need for Christian social service, they de- 
cided to use their combined efforts for char- 
acter-building work among underprivileged 
girls. To establish their project, the women 
purchased an old two-story frame house, re- 
modeled it, and the first home of the Social 
Center for Girls came into being. Within a 
year the institution was serving from three to 
five hundred girls each month. 


In 1939, the old frame building was wrecked 
and a new $25,000 building was built. The 
center had become a community-chest support- 
ed agency, though sponsored and partially sup- 


ported by United Church Women. In 1943, 


the time seemed right and evidence seemed 
conclusive that a Y. W. C. A. would better 


serve the community; two years later the UCW 


approved transferring the funds and the deed 
to the social center building to the Amarillo 
Y. W. C. A. 


The council of church women had long ob- 
served the three special days. They were pro- 
viding milk for Mexican children, sponsoring 
a vacation Bible school for Negro children, and 
helping to underwrite a Bible Chair in the 
Amarillo High School. They had built and 


equipped a library for the Negro school, and 
were recognized as a powerful organization in 
the city. 
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In 1952, when plans were being made to 
build a $600,000 Y. W. C. A., the UCW pledged 


$25,000 for a chapel. Within four years the 
$25,000 was raised. On April 8, 1956 our state 
president, Mrs. L. C. Curlin, came to dedicate 
the little jewel of a chapel. It was built through 
faith and co-operation and “Dedicated to All 
Who Come Seeking Peace of Mind and Heart.” 


—Mrs. Sam W. Johnson, president United 
Church Women, Amarillo, Texas. 


Spiritual Growth, Whose Job? 


Every two years we elect a Spiritual Growth 
chairman and give her certain duties. She is 
to order any literature she thinks helpful in 
this area, bring special emphases before the 
group from time to time, be responsible for 
arranging for circle the Bible study and the 
special Bible study that comes once a year, co- 
operate with other chairmen in joint programs, 
and in general prepare and serve spiritual food 
that we need for spiritual growth. 


But, it is not her duty either to spoon feed 
us, or to be the sole partaker of this spiritual 
food. She cannot cram it down our throats. 
She cannot grow for us. Each of us has a re- 
sponsibility to grow in the Christian graces and 
ever closer to God. 


Too many of us neglect to grow. Thinking 
in the realm of the spiritual is a task; we don’t 
believe in some of the emphases and we have 
heard others so many times that actually we 
fail to hear them again. We have become in- 
different. 


But, when we allow our ears to become dull 
and our senses lulled into a stupor, we have 
robbed ourselves of all the joy of close com- 
munion with God. True, we have escaped some 
crosses we were meant to bear, but we have 
also missed the still small Voice of love, the 
warmth of His Presence, and the joy of growing 
in the Faith. 


Don’t expect your Spiritual Growth Chair- 
man to do your growing. We are our own 
Spiritual Growth chairmen. 


Sabina Wheeler Hayes 


NURSES AIDES 


Positions now open for Nurses Aides. Sal- 
ary ranges from $180.00 to $220.00 per month 
for 40 hour week. Evening and night dif- 
ferentials. Fringe details. Full maintenance 
$30.00 per month. Give full details of ex- 
perience in first letter. 


Director of Nurses 
Christian Sanatorium 


301 Sicomac Avenue — Wyckoff, New Jersey 
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Church News 


ALABAMA 


Birmingham — Dr. R. D. Bedinger was named 
moderator of the Birmingham Presbytery at a 
meeting Sept. 11, at Wylam Presbyterian Church 
of Birmingham. ‘ 


He replaced Dr. Alexander Henry, who retired. 
Dr. Bedinger has been executive secretary of the 
group for more than two years. 


Three new ministers were received into the 
Presbytery. They were the Rev. James M. Gregory, 
new pastor of the Woodlawn Presbyterian Church, 
former pastor of Napoleon Ave. Church in New 
Orleans; Rev. Eugene P. Poe, new assistant. pastor 
of South Highland Church, former pastor of First 
Presbyterian Church of Brewton, Ala.; and the 


Rev. Donald A. McInnis, who will serve as regional | 


director of Christian Education for the Synod. 


Birmingham—The Men of the Church of the 
Birmingham Presbytery held their annual barbecue 
Sept. 15, at the newly acquired conference area 
near Springville. 


The conference ground is three miles south of 
Springville, and.is a 50-acre site with a lake cover- 
ing 18 acres. 


The speaker following the barbecue was the Rev. 
John L. Hottel, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Fort Payne, Ala. He is a veteran of 
World War II with more than four years service 
with the Army, also having spent two of these 
years in India, where he was assigned to a Japanese 
intelligence group. 


Before the dinner, the men toured the site of 
the conference ground. | 


Birmingham—Between 50 and 75 Birmingham 
Presbyterian laymen and ministers went to Talla- 
dega, Ala., for the annual Men’s Day of the Synod 
of Alabama, held at the Presbyterian home for 
children, in early September. 


The men along with others from the Alabama 


Synod, visited the campus of the children’s home 
and were treated to a barbecue. The home is 
supported by all of the churches of the Alabama 
Synod. They care for 95 to 110 children. The 
— is under the direction of the Rev. Allen 
acobs. 


FLORIDA 


Miami—A Presbyterian minister and his wife 
will receive an all-expense, roundtrip to Athens, 
Greece, aS winners of a contest on the National 
Broadcasting Company’s TV “Home” show, NBC 
has announced. 3 


The Rev. Dale H. Ratliff. of Alta Vista Presby- 
terian Church in Miami wrote the letter considered 
a on the subject, ‘‘Why I Would Like To Visit 

thens”’. 


In his letter Mr. Ratliff explained that he be- 
came the sponsor of a Greek child three years ago 
and that he would like very much to see the baby 
in whose welfare he has such a strong interest. 
Mr. Ratliff appeared on the TV program Sept. 24. 
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10 STEPS TO LEADERSHIP. No 
need to wish you could be a leader 
—this book shows you hew you 


can. Arranged for individual or 
class use. 


PRIMARIES AT WORSHIP. Leaders 
will welcome this book of 52 
varied assembly programs, each 
emphasizing a Bible truth. 


LOOK: nie at these new titles 


YEAR ‘ROUND CREATIVE AC- 
TIVITY PATTERN BOOK. 48 large 
pages, 10 x 1314-inch, of patterns 
for many, many handwork projects. 
Instructions, too. 


YEAR ‘ROUND CONTEST KIT. Four 
challenging quarterly contests for 
children’s classes or departments. 
In bright color. 


No. 2629....,.Per packet, $1.25 


AT YOUR BOOKSTORE or 


STANDARD PUBLISHING, Cincinnati 31, 


Ohio 


LOUISIANA 


New Orleans—The 43rd annual meeting of the 
Women of the Church of the Synod of Louisiana 
was held in the First Presbyterian Church of 
New Orleans, Setember 25-26. 


Mrs. Walter Truluck, Jr., of Pine Bluff, Ark., 
vice-chairman of the Board of Women’s Work, 
addressed the meeting on the first day. Dr. Ed- 
ward D. Grant, state director of institutions spoke 
on the closing day. 


Also included in the program was a worship 
service led by Mrs. Guy J. Belt. Officers were 
elected during the sessions. 


_ New Orleans—Mr. W. P. Whitesides will serve 
First Presbyterian Church of New Orleans as in- 
terim choir director for this year. Mr. Whitesides 
ls a graduate of Davidson College and did gradu- 
ate work at the University of North Carolina. 


Last year, he was a member of the Robert Shaw 
Chorale. 


Red River Presbytery — Trinity 
Presbyterian Church 
Jonesville, La. — Sept. 11, 1956 


MODERATOR’S SERMON by Rev. Wm. E. Giddens, 
Jr., “The Sign of our Times” from Matt. 16:1-4; 12:40-41. 


LORD’S SUPPER OBSERVED: Rev. Robert Shepper- 
son, Rev. Paul Currie & Elders, Itwenty nine Ministers; 
Twenty four Elders and guest present. 


OCTOBER 10, 1956 


MODERATOR & TEMPORARY CLERK: Rev. 
Leonard Swinney & Rev. Arthur Strickland were elected. 


SALARY RAISE: Rev. R. McNair Smith $1020 yearly, 
Call change approved. 


REPORTS FROM GENERAL ASSEMBLY COMMIS- 
SIONERS HEARD (1956 Assembly) Commissioners com- 
mended and discharged. 


MINISTERS RECEIVED AND _ DISMISSED: Rev. 
Frank O. Brown from Asheville Presbytery received com- 
mission set to install him September 23, 1956, 7:30 P. M., 
for Bossier City, First Church. 


Rev. H. H. Thompson requested dismissal to Presby- 
tery of Granville, N. C., to serve as Director of Evangel- 
ism Synod of N. C. Pastoral Relation at Ruston dissolved 
October 1, 1956. 


Candidate James Walter White received at Called 
Meeting of Synod in Ruston Church July 17. 


Rev. Cyrus S. Mallard, Jr., received from Presbytery 
of Tuscaloosa at Called Meeting of Synod in Ruston 
Church July 17 to serve as assistant in First Presbyterian 
Church, Shreveport. 


Rev. Wade H. Boggs requested dismissal at Called 
Meeting of Synod July 17 to Presbytery of Atlanta. This 
was done. 


Candidate Ray U. Tanner dropped from rolls as Can- 
didate at his request. Rev. O. M. Anderson, Rev. S. E. 
McFadden reach retirement age. Anderson to serve at 
Bastrop until January 1, 1957. McFadden to continue 
at Alabama on yearly basis. Rev. E. D. Holloway re- 
quested retirement status and his Stated Supply Relation 
with Alto, Archibald Union terminates December I. 
Special resolutions and prayers were offered for these. 


Pastoral Relation of J. Watt Jeffries and Rayville 
Church terminated July 1, 1956, due to illness. 


PAGE 15 


3 
3 
4 
y 
h, 
IT 
st 
le 
j 


Memorial read and suitable prayers for family and 
service rendered the Church by Rev. Raymond A. Part- 
low of Ferriday, La. (deceased September 2, 1956.) 


LAKE PROVIDENCE CHURCH TO BE ORGANIZED, 
Commission set to organize this Church October 14, 1956. 
SALARY SCALE FOR PRESBYTERY RAISED: Single 
man $3300; Married $3600; dependent children $150 each; 
car allowance $300, and manse. Request each Home 
Mission Church accept one-half of this increase. 


SYNOD EVANGELISTIC EXCHANGE March - April, 
1957; South to North, March 10-17; North to South 
April 7-14. 


NEW NEGRO CHURCH SHREVEPORT BEGUN 
as project of Div. of Negro Work & First Presbyterian 
Church, Shreveport. Minister called, work begun. 


CAPITAL GIFTS COMMITTEE: Trustees of Pres- 
bytery requested to transfer $3,000 to Capital Gifts Com- 
mittee from rental property for current projects, Winns- 
boro manse, Sterlington manse, John Knox Church B. 
City. $5500 already raised by Committee. Commended 
for fine work. 


Presbytery’s Council: Per capita tax 31 cents for 
1957; Benevolent Budget for 1957 $137,000; General As- 
sembly $80,000, 58.4%; Synod $30,000, 21.8%; Presbytery 
$27,000, 19.8%. Also $10,000 Campus Christian Life 
campaign apportioned to Churches. Slides available G. A., 
Synod, Presbytery work. 


VOTE ON WOMEN ELDERS & DEACONS, Winter 
Meeting Presbytery. 


CAMPS & CONFERENCES DATES SET: 
3 Pioneer, 2 Junior Camps ’57. 


1 Senior, 


NOMINATIONS: John A. Richardson, Moderator 
Designate; Everett H. Phillips preach Doctrinal Sermon 
Winter Meeting “Pres. Doctrine Last Things”; L. R. 
Swinney, Higher Education; John Humble, Chairman 
Home Missions, John Wilson on H. M. Committee; 
J. W. Head, Evangelism. 


NEXT MEETING Memorial Presbyterian Church, 
West Monroe, La., Feb. 11, 1957 at 9:30 A. M. — Called 
Meeting September 25, 10 A. M. Ist Shreveport. 


GEORGIA 


Atlanta—Mr. John Wellford, Memphis business 
man and leading Presbyterian layman of that city 


was the key-note speaker at the Fall meeting. 


of the Atlanta Presbyterian Officers’ Association 
which was held on Tuesday, September 25, at 
6:30 p.m. in the Gordon Street Presbyterian Church 
of Atlanta. 


According to Mr. Ed Hammond, president of the 
sponsoring organization, approximately 1000 elders 
and deacons, office-bearers in the Atlanta Presby- 
terian Churches, are members of the Association 
whose aim is to promote the Christian growth of 
the Atlanta area through the medium of the church. 
Many of these were expected to attend Tuesday’s 
meeting. 


Mr. Wellford has the distinction of being the 
originator of a new and most effective plan now 
being widely used throughout the Presbyterian 
Church to encourage giving to the world-wide be- 
nevolence causes of the denomination. The plan 
is known as the “Every Church Canvass’’. 


A feature of the Presbyterian Officers’ meeting 
was the presentation of $12,500 to three newly- 
formed Atlanta churches in the form of a gift. The 
three checks presented at this time go to: 
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-church’s leaders. 


$2,500 to Hillside Presbyterian Church for be- 
ginning their new church building. 


$5,000 to Ben Hill Presbyterian Church for pur- 
chase of a lot. The church members are now 
meeting in a school building. 


$5,000 to Northwoods Presbyterian Church for 
the purchase of a lot in an area off the Buford 
Highway. 


The Officers’ Association has consistently un- 
dertaken to provide enabling gifts to develop 
Presbyterianism in suburban communities and last 
year gave away some $40,000 for this purpose. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
The Passing of Dr. Lingle ~ 


Davidson — Walter L. Lingle, 88, distinguished 
churchman and educator of Davidson, died Wednes- 
day night, September 19, at 11 o’clock in a Moores- 
ville hospital after an extended illness. 


Since 1941 he had been President Emeritus of 
Davidson College, and had served as president from 
1930 until his retirement. Previously he had been 
chairman of the college’s board of trustees from 
1906 to 1929. 7 


The funeral was held in the Davidson College 
Presbyterian Church Friday at 3 p.m. with Dr. 
Samuel W. Newell, Jr., officiating. Burial was in 
the college cemetery. 


Born in Rowan County in 1868, Dr. Lingle 
graduated from Davidson College with both the 
A.B. and M.A. degrees. He earned the B.D. degree 
from Union Theological Seminary in 1896, and was 
in 1897 ordained a minister of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S. 


For the next half-century he was one of the 
He was pastor of the Presby- 
terian Church of Dalton, Ga., from 1898 to 1902, 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Rock Hill, 
S. C., from 1902 to 1907 and of the First Presby- 
— Church of Atlanta, Ga., from 1907 until 


He joined the faculty of the Union Seminary 
as Professor of Church History in 1911, and served 
in that capacity until 1924, when he became presi- 
dent of the Presbyterian General Assembly’s Train- 
ing School at Richmond. He left that position to 
become president of Davidson. 


In 1915 he was elected Moderator of the Synod 
of North Carolina, and in 1920 of the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, U.S. He 
also served as editor of the Union Seminary Review 
from 1912 until 1922, and as a member of the 
International Sunday School Lesson Committee 
from 1914 until 1923. 


For 10 years he was chairman of the program 
committee for the Presbyterian conferences at 
Montreat, and served as chairman of the executive 
committee of the Federal Council of Churches. 
From 1910 until 1924 he was manager of the 
church conference at Montreat. 


He is survived by Mrs. Lingle, the former Miss 
Merle Dupuy; by three daughters, Miss Louise 
Dupuy Lingle and Miss Nan Russell Lingle of 
Davidson and Mrs. Fred Lester of Cartersville, Ga.; 
by one son, Walter L. Lingle, Jr., of Cincinnati; 
and four grandchildren. 
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He was known and beloved by churchmen and 
laymen of the Presbyterian church and of other 
denominations throughout the world. 


Raleigh—Dr. Howard Thompson, minister of the 


First Presbyterian Church of Ruston, La., has been - 


called by the Synod of North Carolina to become 
director of Evangelism for the Synod effective 


October 1. 


Mecklenburg Presbytery, in its 214th Stated 
Session meeting at — Stewart on September 
18th, received Rev. Jas. E. Ratchford from Orange 
Presbytery and appointed a commission to install 
him pastor of the West Avenue Church on Sep- 
tember 30th, and Rev. B. Hoyt Evans from Kings 
Mountain Presbytery and appointed a commission 
to install him pastor of the Hopewell Church on 
September 30th at 7:30. Rev. Stewart Yandle, 
having resigned at Norwood, accepted a call to the 
Commonwealth Church, and a commission was 
appointed to install him pastor on November 18th. 
Miss Mary McLaney was received as a candidate 
for lay services. 


The pastoral relations were dissolved between 
Rev. Hugh D. P. Pollard and the Benton Heights 
Church, and he was given a letter of transfer to 
Abingdon Presbytery, where he becomes pastor of 
the Jewel Ridge Presbyterian Church. Among the 
many activities of the Commission on the Minister 
and His Work, Rev. H. S. Robinson reported the 
authorization of the transfer to Dr. C. G. McClure 
to the Everglades Presbytery. 


Rev. I. Howard Chadwick was succeeded as 
moderator by Elder Jas. W. McLaney, Sr., of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Charlotte. Mr. W. H. 
Neal, of Winston-Salem, chairman of the Board of 
Trustees of the Consolidated College, made a prog- 
ress report stating that $1,930,000.00 had been 
raised in cash and pledges through the campaign. 
A memorial was read for the late Rev. H. C. Car- 
michael. Addresses were made concerning the 
work done by Mrs. Margaret Stillwell, area worker, 
who is resigning her work. Rev. S. M. Inman re- 
ported that there were 52 candidates for the 
ministry. 


The budget for benevolences for 1957 of $610,- 
785.00 was apportioned to 108 Churches. 


Rev. David Wilkinson was nominated for modera-- 


tor of the next meeting of Presbytery, to be held 
in the Selwyn Avenue Presbyterian Church on 
January 15, 1957. Stated Clerk Malcolm L. Will- 
lamson was assisted by Revs. A. Leslie Thompson 


and R. W. Rayburn. 
R. H. Stone, Secretary 


_ Charlotte—Queens College, an institution which 
is a part of the tradition of the Carolinas, will 
celebrate its hundredth anniversary during the 
present scholastic year, 1956-57. Complete plans 
for the centennial were announced today by Presi- 
dent Edwin R. Walker. In a formal convocation 
on September 25, the year will be formally opened 
and the Class of 1957 will be recognized as the 
centennial class. 


In addition to the opening convocation, other 
celebrations will include two convocations, De- 
cember 9 and 10, to emphasize the relationship of 


the college to the Presbyterian Synods of North 


Carolina and South Carolina and to the seven 
churches which had their beginning on the Queens 
campus; a city-wide convocation planned by a 
committee of the Chamber of Commerce, February 
19; and three homecoming-commencement events 
honoring alumnae of the college. 


OCTOBER 10, 1956 


Raleigh — The 44th annual meeting of the 
Women of the Church of the Synod of North Caro- 
lina was held in the First Presbyterian Church 
of Raleigh Sept. 25-26. 


Mrs. R. A. Willis, Jr., of Monroe, president of 
the Synodical, presided over the two day session. 


The following Presbyterial presidents made 
their annual reports: Mrs. George B. Moore for 
Albemarle Presbytery; Mrs. E. Johnston Irvin of 
Concord Presbytery; Mrs. George V. McLeod of 
Fayetteville Presbytery; Mrs. Raleigh Griffin for 
Granville; Mrs. R. L. Ellis for Kings Mountain; 
Mrs. Lloyd E. Ardey of Mecklenburg Presbytery; 
Mrs. J. Victor King of Orange Presbytery; Mrs. 
E. N. Pittman for Wilmington, and Mrs. Charles M. 
Sprinkle for Winston-Salem. 


Raleigh—The new sanctuary of the First Presby- 
terian Church in Fairmont is nearing completion. 


The congregation expects to begin using the new 
building around the first of November. An edu- 
cational building at the rear of the sanctuary, and 
a manse were completed in the spring of 1955 and 
have been in use since that time. Cost of the entire 
building program will be in the neighborhood of 
$100,000. The Rev. James F. Dickenson is pastor 
of the Church. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Columbia — Congaree Presbytery is scheduling 
four stewardship conferences Sept. 24-27, with the 
Rev. J. S. Patton, D.D., Secretary of the General 
Council invited to lead the meeting. 


Meetings will be conducted at the Eastminster 
Church, Columbia; Lebanon Church, Winnsboro; 
Bethesda Church, Camden; and Fairview Church, 


North Augusta. 


Congaree Presbytery has adopted the 1957 be- 
nevolent budget and will try to get contributions 
totaling $150,188 for 1957. This is an increase 
over the previous budget of $148,789. The 1957 
budget will apportion $66,284 for the General 
Assembly’s causes; $41,569 for the Synod’s causes; 
and $42,355 for the Presbytery’s causes. 


The stewardship committee of the Congaree 
Presbytery, under which the four conferences are 
authorized were composed of the following: the 
Rev. Claude McIntosh, chairman; the Rev. Joe 
Beale; secretary, Mr. J. W. McLaurin; Mr. Frank 
G. Vance; Mr. Joel A. Smith; Mr. L. C. Newton; 
Robert Lee Scarvarough; the Rev. Cecil Brearly, 
Jr.; and the Rev. Fred C. Debele. 


Clinton—A former president of Davis Elkins 
College is the new professor of chemistry at Pres- 
byterian College, President Marshall W. Brown 
announced. 


He is Dr. Raymond B. Purdum, who served as 
president of Davis Elkins for i0 years after head- 
ing its chemistry department for 18 years. 


Kingstree—A $44,000 contract for renovations 
to the Williamsburg Presbyterian Church of Kings- 
tree has been awarded. 


Work is to be completed by February. The 
sanctuary is to be enlarged by revising the chancel 
area. Plans call for the addition of air conditioning, 
insulation, rewiring, and repainting. 


- The Rev. Donald B. Bailey is pastor of the 
church. Mr. David S. Epps is chairman of the 
building committee. Plans were approved at a 
congregational meeting September 9. 
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TENNESSEE 


Bristol— King College started classes on Satur- 
day, September 15th, after a registration of ap- 
proximately 250 students. This represents an 
increase of 25 over the year 1955-56 and crowds 
housing facilities on the campus to the limit. The 
early days of the week before the opening of 
classes on Saturday were largely devoted to gen- 
eral receptions and orientation of new students. 
There are about 100 Freshmen in this year’s en- 
rollment. 


Two new members of the faculty were presented 
to the students: Dr. James C. Morecock as head of 
the Mathematics Department; and Miss Margaret 
Baumgardner as instructor in the English Depart- 
ment. Dr. Morecock comes to King College from 
Auburn Institute in Alabama; and Miss Baum- 
gardner ended a long tenure of office with the 
Bristol, Tennessee, public schools system last June. 


Nashville—Two unusual honors have been paid 
missionaries of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., who 


are at work in Brazil, the Boar World Missions 
has been informed. 


Miss Edith Foster, working in the East Brazil 
Mission field of Varginha, was honored by the whole 
city, and had the title of citizenship in the city 
conferred upon her. Miss Foster is a native of 
Spartanburg, S. C., and her church membership is 
in the First Presbyterian Church there. She is a 
graduate of Converse College in Spartanburg. She 
first went to the field in 1924. 


The other honor was the “resolution adopted 
spontaneously and sincerely by the members of the 
congregation” of Encruzilhada Presbyterian Church, 
Recife, expressing 
gratitude for the work accomplished by the Donald 
Williams family. A letter signed by the pastor, 
the Rev. Abelardo Paes Barreto, praises Rev. Mr. 
Williams’ work, and emphasizes “the intelligent 
and dedicated work of his attractive and lovable 
wife, Dona Laura, in the organizing and develop- 
the Beginners Department of the 

chool.”’ 


Mr. Williams is a native of Black Mountain, 
N. C. He is a graduate of Columbia Bible College 
and Columbia Theological Seminary. He is a 
member of Asheville Presbytery. He has been in 
the North Brazil mission field since 1946. Mrs. 
Williams is the former Laura Gordon of Spray, 
N. C. She received her education at Columbia 
Bible College, and Wheaton College. The Williams 
have two sons and two daughters. 


Miss Foster was honored by a special session of 
the municipal government of Varginha, which pre- 
sented her a diploma conferring citizenship. The 
honor took recognition of ‘‘the many years of faith- 
ful and efficient service which she has rendered 
the youth of the city.’”’ Speeches by city govern- 
ment and business leaders, men who had been her 
pupils, cited the important role she has played in 
the education and character building of the youth 
of the city. 


In the evening a special dinner and program of 
the Rotary Club, with invited guests, added to the 
honor paid Miss Foster. Eleven of the Presbyterian 
Missionaries in the East Brazil Mission were pres- 
ent. Here again testimony was given to the faith- 
ful service of Miss Foster to the people of Varginha. 
At the close of this program, everyone was invited 
to accompany the officials and Miss Foster to the 
school, where there was unveiled a bronze plaque 
reading: “‘Emerita Educadora, Miss Edith Foster, 
Varginha Agradecida.”’ 
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Nashville—Mr. and Mrs. William L. Brandt of 
our North Brazil Mission announce the arrival of 
a son, Robert Rice, in Brazil on September 9. 


The Brandts are just completing their first term 
of service in Brazil, having gone there in 1952. 
They are scheduled to arrive in this country for 
furlough in December. Mr. Brandt is engaged in 
radio and educational work in Brazil. The Brandts 
have two other children. 


VIRGINIA 


Salem — At a Called Meeting of Montgomery 
Presbytery, held in the Salem Presbyterian Church 
of Salem, Va., on Tuesday, September 18, 1956, 
Rev. James M. Ammons of the High Bridge Church 
of Buchanan, Va., was dismissed to Potomac Pres- 
bytery that he may become pastor of the Greenwich 
Church of Nokesville, Virginia. 


Rev. Fred S. McCorkle of the Churches of Boul- 
din Memorial and Stuart of Stuart, Va., was dis- 
missed to Potomac Presbytery that he may become 
pastor of the Poolesville Church of Poolesville, Md. 


Rev. J. Wilson Rowe, Jr., of the Bedford Church 
of Bedford, Va., was dismissed to Greenbrier Pres- 
bytery that he may become pastor of the Churches 
of Salem and Unity. 


Rev. Marion L. Simmons ) was received from 
Lexington Presbytery that he may become pastor 
of the Green Ridge Church of Roanoke, Va. 


The next Stated Meeting of Montgomery Presby- 
tery will be held in the Blue Ridge Church of 
Ararat, Va., on Tuesday, October 30, 1956, at 
10:30 A.M. 


To arrive at the Blue Ridge Church take state 
route No. 8 to route No. 103, take route No. 103 


_ to route No. 104, take route No. 104 to the Church. 


E. W. Smith 
Stated Clerk 
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IMMORTALITY. Loraine Boettner. 
Eerdman’s Publishing Co. $2.50. 
$2.50. 


Dr. Booktner i the well-known author of “The 
Reformed Doctrine of Predestination’’, ““Studies In 
Theology’’, ‘““The Christian Attitude Toward War”, 
and “A Summary of the Gospels’. The author is 
a lucid exponent of the Reformed Faith. He writes 
with a fine background of scholarship, yet in un- 
derstandable language. 


The first portion of this volume discusses the 
nature of physical death. Death is interpreted as 
the penalty of sin. The author distinguishes be- 
tween 3 kinds of death: spiritual, physical, and 
eternal. He states that the Christian is subject to 
physical death but not spiritual death. The futility 
of prayers for the dead is discussed in this section. 
The author remarks, ‘“‘Prayers for the dead imply 
that their state has not yet been fixed and that it 
can be improved at our request. ... We find an 
abundance of Scripture teaching to the effect that 
this world only is the place of opportunity for sal- 


Wm. B. 
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vation, and when this probation or testing period 
is past only the assignment of awards and punish- 
ments remain. Consequently we hold that all pray- 
ers, baptisms, masses, or other rituals of whatever 
kind for the dead are superfluous, vain and un- 
scriptural.” 


His discussion of the burial] or the cremation of 
the body is most helpful. The author realizes that 
there is a great difference between burial and cre- 
mation. He observes, ‘“‘Certainly under normal con- 
ditions we show much more respect for the bodies 
of our loved ones if they are tenderly laid away 
in the earth under the coverlet of green in the 
posture of rest or sleep and in as good a state of 
preservation as possible. The body is as really 
and eternally a part of man as is his spirit and 
the resurrection of the body is an indispensable 
part of his salvation. We cannot bring ourselves 
deliberately to take the body of a dear one only 
less precious than the soul that it enshrined and 
give it to the flames for violent destruction, even 
though we know that the spirit has departed. If 
we attach sentimental value to a Bible or an article 
of clothing or other keepsake, how much more 
should we treat reverently the body that has been 
so much more intimately associated with the per- 
son. No matter with what refinements cremation 
is carried out, it still carries with it the idea of 
violence and destruction. ... In the New Testa- 
ment the same teaching is continued as in the Old. 
We have particularly the example of Jesus whose 
body was reverently embalmed with precious spices 
wrapped in a clean linen cloth and tenderly lai 
in a tomb. Surely the Divine precedent in the 
burial, not the burning, of His body should be the 
authoritative example for all Christians. Christians 
need no other reason for burial than that... . 
Cremation was thus not the practice of the saints 
of God in either the Old Testament or the New. 
Rather it was of heathen origin. The early Chris- 
tians followed the Jewish custom of burying the 
dead and repudiated cremation which was cus- 
tomary in the time of the early Roman empire.” 
In this connection Dr. Boettner quotes the eminent 
church historian, Philip Schaff to this effect, “The 
primitive Christians always showed tender care for 
the dead under a vivid impression of the unbroken 
communion of the saints and of the future resur- 
rection of the body in glory. For Christianity re- 
deems the body as well as the soul and consecrates 
it as the temple of the Holy Spirit. Hence, the 
Greek and Roman custom of burning the corpse 
was repugnant to Christian feeling and sacredness 
of the body.” 


The author defines immortality as the eternal, 
continuous, conscious, existence of the soul after 
the death of the body. The only reliable informa- 
tion concerning the state of the soul after death, 
says the author, is to be found in the Bible. He 
notes, “‘That which the philosophers cannot fathom, 
nor the scientists explain, God has revealed in His 
Word. Much is presented by direct statement; 
much is also assumed as an undeniable postulate. 
It takes for granted that the characteristics of our 
nature are permanent, that we shall continue to 
possess intelligence, affection, conscience and will. 
Every facet dealing with the future life assumes 
that we shall be then as we are now reverential 
and social beings, loving God and one another.” 


_ An excellent discussion of the intermediate state 
is found in Section 3. The author discusses in this 
phase of the subject second probation, soul sleep, 


annihilation, purgatory, and spiritualism. 


There are volumes in existence that are more 
exhaustive than the present one under review, but 
it is doubtful if any monograph on this subject 
has ever been published that treats it in a more 
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convincing and challenging manner. Dr. Boettner 
has rendered a valuable service to the Christian 
faith in the production of this volume. The intelli- 
gent layman as well as the experienced theologian 


will profit by its message. 
John R. Richardson 


INDEBTED TO CHRIST’S RESURRECTION. 
C. W. Gault. Pageant Press, Inc. $3.00. 


This book is a moving anthology which recreates 
the drama and wisdom of Christ’s words and actions 
after His resurrection. The author considers each 
appearance of Christ against the actual historical 
and psychological background and the result is a 
dramatic account of the greatest spiritual force in 
history. It will be a source of inspiration to all 
who read it. Each chapter begins with a paragraph 
from the New Testament which has been chosen 
according to the proper chronological order of 
events. The preaching of the resurrection gave the 
early church the greatest religious power in the 
Roman Empire. The author not only explores the 
historical impetus of this great spiritual event but 
also discusses the beginnings of the church, with 
Christ shown to be the Author of the Apostolic 
preaching. This volume is inspirational, deeply 
reverent, dramatic and historically accurate. It 


‘will appeal to layman as well as the Christian 


scholar. 


THE WESTMINSTER HISTORICAL ATLAS TO 
THE BIBLE. G. Ernest Wright and Floyd V. 
Filson. Westminster Press. $7.50. 

The original edition of this work was published 
in 1945. This volume is the 1956 revised edition. 
This new work now contains 130 pages and 33 
maps in full color. Many new photographs and 
drawings are added. The maps are all in half tone 
engravings which present graphically the relief and 
topography with new states and excavations clearly 
identified. All the new discoveries have been in- 
Frag making these maps and articles up-to- 

ate. 


An interesting introduction to this volume has 
been written by Professor William Foxwell Al- 
bright. A new index of modern place names con- 
tains a complete tabulation of Biblical sites. Any 
place mentioned in the Bible can be located readily. 


. While this work, in many respects, is superb, 
it should be pointed out that the authors’ interpre- 
tations are sometimes influenced by their liberal 
presuppositions. The minister and the Bible teacher 
will find this volume an interesting guide in the 
study of the historical geography of Biblical lands. 


John R. Richardson 


SPURGEON’S MORNING AND EVENING. Zon- 
dervan. $3.95. 


This is the complete and unabridged text of 
Spurgeon’s classic of daily readings—available for 
the first time in large readable type. These pung- 
ent paragraphs of devotional meditation, one for 
the morning and one for the evening of every day 
in the year, 732 in all, are perfect guides for 
family devotions as well as individual private de- 
votions. 
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